
1



2



We are the Master Gardeners of Hamilton county.  A 250 member strong organization 
of dedicated gardeners who love to play in the dirt.  We have been in the community 
since 1994 when the Agricultural Extension office of UT conducted the first training 
program.  We are trained and certified volunteers from all fields of endeavor and all 
areas of interest.  We combine our love of gardening and our personal experiences 
with research based information provided by the extension office trained specialists 
and tradespeople. 

¢ƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊ DŀǊŘŜƴŜǊ ƻǊƎŀƴƛȊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƴŎŜƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŜŀǊƭȅ мфтлΩǎ  ōȅ ŀ 
Washington State University Cooperative  Extension Agent. There was a movement 
sweeping the country.  More and more new home buyers were beginning to grow 
and cultivate vegetables and flowers. They had lots of questions.  David Gibby and 
fellow agents recruited and trained over 200 volunteers  the first year
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The Cooperative Extension Service was established in 1862 when Congress passed 
the Morrill Act which established colleges in each state to be financed through grants 
ƻŦ ƭŀƴŘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΦ   ¢ƘŜȅ ōŜŎŀƳŜ ƪƴƻǿƴ ŀǎ ά[ŀƴŘ DǊŀƴǘ /ƻƭƭŜƎŜǎέ 
and remain so today.   These colleges would emphasize the teaching of practical 
subjects such as agriculture and home economics.  This is the reason theyhave a 
Master Gardener program in each state.
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What this means is pretty simple.  Each and every member goes through an extensive 
training program where he or she learns everything from plant anatomy to weed 
science.  Classes last for 15 weeks in the spring. Each member is required to do 
volunteer work in the community and take continuing education courses each year to 
maintain their member status.  They now have green thumbs.

6



Theclass of 2016 at their graduation ceremony prepared to go forth and share their 
new found knowledge with the Chattanooga community.
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People, like plants, need to be nurtured so they can continue to grow.  Through the 
Master Gardener program, we educate and train the members of our community in 
the ways of Mother Nature.  Like little children, we get joy from watching a Daffodil 
slowly stick its head out of the cold frozen ground and bring forth a beautiful 
ōƭƻƻƳΧΦȅŜŀǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ ȅŜŀǊΦ  !ƴŘ ȅŜǎΣ ǿŜ Řƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ŀƭƭ ƎŜƴŜǊŀǘƛƻƴǎΦ  ²Ŝ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΧΦΦǿŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǾŜǘŜǊŀƴǎΧǿŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎΧΦǿŜ ǿƻǊƪ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ 
gardeners.  Sometimes the thanks comes from teaching a child to grow that daffodil.  
{ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘŀƴƪǎ ŎƻƳŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ά5ŀŘέ ǘƻ ƎǊƻǿ ǘƻƳŀǘƻŜǎΦ  {ƻƳŜǘƛƳŜǎ 
the thanks comes from a smile when the spider mites are gone!
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You might see some of our folks pulling weeds and raking leaves between the two 
buildings of the aquarium.   We established the garden originally in 2006.Several 
times a year you will find MGs working in the garden to keep it looking beautiful.    
The garden includes plants which provide food for butterfly larva as well as nectar for 
adult butterflies.
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And, we have planted other Butterfly gardens and Monarchwaystationsaround the 
area.  This one is at Grace Episcopal Church on Belvoir Ave.   We also have created a 
memorial garden for a formermember, Jo Lawrence, at Camp Jordan. 
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AnMG doing a garden related activity with children at Siskin.   

Our member, Sara Stanley, worked tirelessly with the children at Siskin teaching them 
about flowers and plants and how to grow things. In March 2016,Sara Collier of 
Siskin has nominated Sara and her team for the"Volunteer of the Year" at the 
upcoming United Way Volunteer.Our Sara did not win, However, we are extremely 
proud of Sara and her team.  
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TheMaster Gardeners who have helped transform the look of the Zoo by planting 
and maintaining zoo gardens.
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Hamilton County Master Gardenerswere instrumental in planning and building the 
pavilion and green house at the Chattanooga FoodBank.   These pictures are of MGs 
working to build the buildings.
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